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'THE PASTOR’S THOUGHTS....

Dear Family of Faith,

While cleaning off my desk at home re-
cently, I ran across a letter from an old friend. He
shared about what had happened in his life in the
six years since we last saw each other. He went
through homelessness, disease, and mental ill-
ness. At the end of the letter he left his email ad-
dress and told me to write back sometime. I
grieved when I re-read his letter because that
“sometime” never came. You see, in the mean-
time I got word that he had died. The chance to
reconnect with a guy that had few friends and
many troubles was lost for good. It reminded me
again, with sad regret, how fleeting life can be
and how fleeting the chances of life can be.

A lot of us live under the assumption that we
can do tomorrow what we don’t want to do to-
day; yet tomorrow never comes. It reminds me of
a sign on a seafood restaurant in Canton, Ohio,
which reads, “Free Crab Tomorrow.” They never
had to serve a single plate of free crab to anyone
because tomorrow was always tomorrow.

If tomorrow is always tomorrow in our lives,
then today is all we have, and we have to do what
is important today. This is especially true in our
relationships with the people that matter most to
us. James lays it out forcefully in his letter (4:13-
14): “Come now, you who say, ‘Today or to-
morrow we will go to such and such a town
and spend a year there, doing business and
making money.” Yet you do not ever know
what tomorrow will bring. What is your life?
For you are a mist that appears for a little
while and then vanishes.” We don’t know any-
thing about what tomorrow will bring, so we
can’t assume that we can do or say what needs to
be done or said tomorrow. We have only the pre-
sent (which is the only place God dwells, too—in
the eternal present). What does this mean for us?
Carpe diem! Seize the day! Today is the day to
be who you are; today is the day to do what
needs to be done; today is the day to say what
needs to be said;’ today is the day to choose what
needs to be chosen.

In this month of February when love is on
many people’s minds, it is time to love broadly
and boldly. If, as Mother Teresa of Calcutta fa-

mously said, “loneliness is the greatest disease of
humanity,” then love is the great antidote to the
world’s greatest problem. Love takes many forms,
from intimate relations to friendships to compas-
sion. All are needed in our love-forsaken world. I
challenge you to live just one day thinking to your-
self as you meet the people of that day’s activities,
“This person needs to be loved.” Whether it’s your
partner or spouse, a child, someone at work, a
friend of many years, or a stranger on the street,
look at them and think, “This person needs to be
loved.” Isn’t that exactly what Jesus did? If you see
people in this way, you will surprise yourself at
how easy it is to be helpful and kind, considerate
and caring—the very marks of being Christian. If
you undertake this ‘experiment,” let me know what
happens. Cast your love far so that all may find in
you a reflection of the love of God. Love broadly!

So, also, love boldly! Don’t keep your love
bottled up inside. Let it be what it is. Many of us
are timid and hesitant to love because we have got-
ten “burned” in the past. We have loved those who
didn’t love us in return or loved those who misun-
derstood our love. Don’t let those experiences keep
you from loving again. Anybody who has ever
“made it big” in the entertainment or business
world has always lost a lot of time, money, and
emotional capital before they ever succeeded. Risk-
ing is part of the gig, so to speak. Christian is our
name; love is our game! [ am continually amazed at
how many people, men and women alike, look for
the hugs I so freely give after worship. First-time
visitors, complete strangers to me, open their arms
when they see others hugging. Always show a little
tenderness to others; either it will bring back a lot
of good memories or it will create good memories
to replace the painful memories of the past. Either
way you become a blessing. Love holds and hugs,
love dances and laughs, love cries and prays. Love
does what makes another whole. And love let-loose
in us gives us the freedom to be who and what we
are. Love boldly!

Don’t lose the chance you have today to
make a difference in our world. Love broadly and
love boldly!

With affection from one lover to another,
Pastor Carlan
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MODERATOR'S CORNER

Is there someone out there who is hun-
gry, a little girl or boy without shoes,
without notebooks for school? Or a
baby in a foreign land without a blan-
ket. Well, there’s someone right here
in Spring Hill United Church of Christ
who knows all about these things.
When you walk into a meeting of Mis-
sions, there is a noticeable hubbub of
cheery voices and leading them all is
Hazel McElroy. Hazel and the mem-
bers of the mission team have taken
care of so many people in need. Unfor-
tunately, there are always more but
the Mission Team is on their toes ar-
ranging for backpacks for the children
who don’t have food in our school dis-
trict and now beginning this new pro-
ject to get the children in Spring Hill to

be able to attend school because they
will be supplying the shoes. Habitat for
Humanity, someone who has no money
for gas, food for the pantries in Spring
Hill are all being taken care of by Hazel
and her crew...... And they love to do it.
You can see it on their faces when
someone comes up with a new idea to
help the unfortunate. Hazel works very
hard at this task as she has done in the
past on different positions in this
church. She is a devoted servant to
Spring Hill United Church of Christ and
to her Lord with her kindness and dedi-
cation. It’s so heartwarming to see Ha-
zel enter the church and alongside her,
her buddy, her friend and constant
companion, Sweet Cindy. God Bless
Them Both. Gail Ballan

Z O — 4 B2 WO A~ 3

The Hook-N-Needle Gang is looking for
new gang members. We meet at noon
every Wednesday. Bring whatever you're
working on or learn something new.
Stop in for a visit and a little laughter!
Call Carol Valerio or Jill Helgeson for
more information.
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Faith Formation will again sponsor a Kids Karnival. The date is Sunday, April 10 from 2-4 p.m.
Lynne Carver has volunteered to serve as chairperson of this important event. There is a need for
more games so if you have a game which would be suitable for children to play contact Lynne or a
Faith Formation team member. Also, we will need prizes to award to the game players. If you can
contribute small, inexpensive items for prizes or can volunteer to help let us know. Last fall we had
200 children and adults attend this free Kids Karnival so your help is needed in many ways.

Pastor Carlan continues the Bible study of the Gospel of John on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m.
in Fellowship Hall. It is never to late to join the study.

Sunday School teachers are needed. Teachers are on a three Sunday rotation so you would be teach- *
ing for three Sundays. Our teaching curriculum is highly developed with many suggestions and our "
Sunday School rooms is stocked with any supplies required. Please contact Pastor Carlan or any
member of the Faith Formation team if you can volunteer three consecutive Sundays during the

year. Also, there are openings for volunteers for Nursery care on Sundays, March 6, 13, and 27.

If you are interested in serving on the Faith Formation team please contact any of the team mem-
bers— Pat Scott, Annabelle Gibson, Gloria Bulau, Marty Hodgkins and Sylvia Chapman.

For those wishing to jomn our
congregation, Pastor Carlan g
will be holding New Member I'ﬂ%

Aol
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meetings in February. Please wl
) : : ]

let him know 1f you are mnter- ’M

g
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ested 1n joining.




VOLUME 17, ISSUE 2 Page 3
, S , It’s still the beginning of the year but your Evangel-
EVM @EMSM ism Team has already been busy making up visitors’

gift bags. And we’re blessed to have had over 30
visitors in January alone. During 2010, there were over 80 first time visitors to our welcoming
church. And it seems as though we may have even more than that during the first 3 months of
2011! Isn’t that wonderful? Let’s make sure that every one of us welcomes our visitors during
worship or fellowship hour so that we can extend the love of God to all through our welcom-
ing hearts and open arms. Also, please let me know if you have any ideas for visitors’ gift bags
or would like to become part of our team! We are hoping to expand our activities during the
coming year and are always interested in learning new ways to make people feel welcome and
appreciated.

Lynne Carver, Team Leader—592-1043

On behalf of the University of Florida and the families we serve I want to say

@/W\@ thank you for your generosity in providing Christmas gifts for needy families

c 2 within our community. The children and the families were overwhelmed by

your kindness, and the children were elated with their gifts. One of the biggest

5’ : responses we heard from families was their amazement at the quality of the

gifts given; that wasn't expected. People in poverty are used to “cheap” “used”

’[‘H A KYOL or “no-name” brand items and are grateful for those items. To receive the qual-
9 0 d

ity of gifts they received from you was an unexpected “gift” for the families. In
your giving you powerfully demonstrated the true meaning of Christmas- in Je-

sus God gave us the most costliest gift-his Son. God’s love is lavish, abundant,
MM and free to all. Thanks for modeling this truth in your generosity toward strang-
ers. Linda Bixby, Parent Educator—UF Nurturing Program

py SOCIAL JUSTICE py

Twenty persons from the community as ers. On Saturday, March 5, persons inter-
well as our church met on January 10th  ested in supporting this cause are invited to
for the organizational meeting of PFLAG  participate in a public event to call on Pub-
(Parents, Friends, & Families of Lesbians  lix to support human rights and fair wages
and Gays). Support group meetings will  for farmworkers. Unfortunately, Publix has
be held on the 4th Monday of each month  been reluctant to join the growing move-
in Fellowship Hall. Virginia Burns, a ment of consumers, retailers, growers, and
member of SHUCC, is the chapter's presi-  farmworkers working to eliminate poverty
dent and the key contact person. and abuses in the fields. Please contact
Marty Hodgkins (352 610-4286) for more
The SJT continues to follow the work of  information regarding times, carpooling,
Interfaith Action of SW Florida and their  etc.
work with the Immokalee farmwork- Marty Hodgkins, Team Leader
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Thanks to our dedicated knitters, there are several
prayer shawls ready to be presented. At a recent
meeting of the diaconate names of possible recipi-
ents were suggested. During the worship service on
Sunday, January 30th, the shawls, which will be on
display in the sanctuary, will be dedicated for their
mtended purpose by Pastor Carlan. In the follow-
g weeks they will be given as gifts of love from the
church family. We are deeply grateful to Bettie
Kluesner and Carol Valerio, who invest their time
and talent in this prayer shawl ministry. A brief
message explaining the origin and purpose of the
prayer shawl ministry accompanies each shawl.
You are encouraged to assist in furthering this min-
1stry by gifts of money or material to Bettie Klues-
ner.

Home Communion will be offered during the
month of February to those wishing it. Please notify
the church office if you would like to participate.

A note 1s being prepared to accompany altar flowers
which are given to sick or shut-in people of our
church family.

Ash Wednesday, on March 9th, will be the next
celebration of Holy Communion. A light supper
will be served in Fellowship Hall followed by Com-
munion. Details will be announced later.

Please remember in prayer those people listed in
the Sunday bulletin. Send requests for inclusion in

DIACONATE MINISTRY

C———————————— e e e e ———§

the prayer chains to Ellen Niemann at 686-3906 or
Maxine Calise at 556-4593.

Bible study on the gospel of John with Pastor Car-
lan continues each Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. in Fel-
lowship Hall. Don’t miss this opportunity for
growth 1 knowledge and fellowship!

Following 1s an excerpt from The Prophetic Imagi-

nation by Walter Brueggemann:
“Jesus 1n his solidarity with the marginal ones 1s
moved to compassion. Compassion constitutes a
radical form of criticism, for it announces that the
hurt 1s to be taken seriously, that the hurt is not
to be accepted as normal and natural but 1s an
abnormal and unacceptable condition for hu-
manness. In the arrangement of “lawfulness” in
Jesus’ time, as in the ancient empire of pharaoh,
the one unpermitted quality of relation was com-
passion. Empires are never built or maintained
on the basis of compassion. The norms of law
(social control) are never accommodated to per-
sons, but persons are accommodated to the
norms. Otherwise the norms will collapse and
with them the whole power arrangement. Thus
the compassion of Jesus 1s to be understood not
simply as a personal emotional reaction but as a
public criticism in which he dares to act upon his
concern against the entire numbness of his social
context.”

Dare to be compassionate!
Meredith Suld, Team Leader

SERVING IN FEBRUARY
Deacon of the Month: Meredith Suld
Head Usher: Roge Mihalus
Greeters: Paul & Kathy Fate
Door Greeter & Offering: Carol Castagna
Annabelle Gibson
Ushers: Bob & Rosie Barnsdale,
Helen D’ Angelo
LaRetta Thompson
Liturgist: Judy Barker

Midweek News-Pastor Carlan sends, via e-:
: mail, up-to-date church news and informa-:
: tion. If you have an e-mail address and would
: like to be included in his weekly distribution,
: please put your e-mail address on the Regis-
: tration pad or contact the church office at 683
:-4870. For those without e-mail, copies are

: available at the back of the Sanctuary.

You can’t change the past,
but you can ruin a perfectly
good present by worrying
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BIRTHDAYS:

2/3
2/4
2/4
2/5
2/5
2/6

Marguerite Aspinwall 2/16

Jan Bastow
Mike Dearolf
Howard Ellam
Don Frost
Shirley Becker

2/10 Mike DiMuro
2/10 Nancy McKenney
2/12 Mary Bondegard
2/12 Maxine Histed
2/14 Rosie Barnsdale

2/17
2/18
2/19
2/19
2/20
2/21
2/23
2/24
2/25
2/28

Priscilla Jackson
Paula Gerding
Dave Helfers
Uta Ake

Eldon Niemann
Deb Rafnell
Allen Petrie

Pat Castagna
Richard Hackl
Loretta Malaby
Charles McManus

c \ ¥ ‘ S

2/15 Virginia Burns 2/28 Pat Musacchia
2/15 Mimi Dearolf
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY:

2/4  Tom & Gwen McMahon
2/11 Calvin & Andrea Gleason

‘Please take a moment to wish those listed a
Happy Birthday or Anniversary!!!
f we have missed your Birth-date or Anniversary,
please contact the church office
so we can update our records.

.......................................................................................................................................

HAVE YOU REMEMBERED SPRING

If you have a request for our Prayer
Chain, please call Ellen Niemann at
686-3906 or Maxine Calise at 556-4593.

HILL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
IN YOUR ESTATE PLANNING?
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Post Christmas News - The families to whom we sent Christmas gifts were delighted to
receive them. At least one family remarked on the high quality of the gifts. The home-
less mother with one child was so grateful for the duffel bag in which the gifts were
packed and now can be used to pack belongings as they move about without any one
place to call home. The adults could not believe the generosity of the gift cards. Thank
you again for sharing the love of Jesus through these gifts.

The Sneakers/Shoes for Kids project has kicked off. The silent auction of the paintings
donated by Alan Thompson continues through Feb. 13th with the funds going to this pro-
ject. Thanks Alan for sharing your talents. The Hamburger Helper project for the benefit
of HeartFELT backpacks program is ongoing. Please note this is NOT in place of the
first Sunday of the month food collection. Those food collections continue to go to Day
Star and Salvation Army alternately.

The Mission Fund donations in January were $100 to OCWM and $100 to Interfaith Ac-
tion of Florida. Please look at the Mission Bulletin Board for detailed info on
OCWM. Interfaith Action of Florida is an interest being pursued by the Social Justice
Team. | plan to publish each month those to whom we make donations that month with

the amount sent.

Ky We serve in Christ's name on your behalf.

Hazel McElroy, Chairperson

JARS NEEDED Our Tuesday Craft Group is in need of half-pint,
pint and quart jars with lids (new or used) and sugar. For more information,
please contact Judith Dascenzo or Deb Rafnell.

WORSHIP TEAM

The Worship Team is busy planning for the Lenten Sea-
son. We are so excited to have two new members on
our team: Paulette Hess and Andrea Gleason. They
bring a lot of new ideas to us and have already gone to
work! Gail King will be obtaining the ushers and other
Sunday morning personnel for the next few months.
When she asks you to serve, please give her an enthusi-
astic “yes.” If she asks you to do something that you
think you can’t do, maybe you could suggest something
to her that you feel comfortable doing. Each week she
needs four ushers, two door greeters, two book greeters,
a liturgist and an acolyte. We ask each “volunteer” to
serve for a month at a time, if possible. There is noth-
ing difficult about any of these positions and it’s a great
way to get acquainted with other members of the con-
gregation. Elma Adams, for the Team.

The following gifts to our Memorial
Fund have recently been received

and we are grateful to those who
remembered loved ones in this manner.

June Avis
Nina Keener
Nelson & Juanita Hoschar

Louise Lamborghini
Lamborghini Family
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SPRING RUMMAGE SALE & OUTDOOR FLEA MARKET
FRIDAY MARCH 4, 2-11 AND SATURDAY MARCH 5, 2011

Would you believe the Spring Rummage Sale and Outdoors Flea Market is just
around the corner? Yes, it is Friday, March 4™ and Saturday, March 5% 2011 from
8:00 A. M. to 1:00 P.M. each day in Fellowship Hall.

Our set up will begin on Sunday, February 27" after the Church Service and after
we finish our coffee. We need all those strong energetic men to help set up the ta-
bles in Fellowship Hall. (Did you notice our new tables—they are much lighter).
Then on Monday, February 28" thru Thursday, March 3™ from 8:00 am to 12:00 noon, we will be ac-
cepting those wonderful “Treasures” you are going to donate in Fellowship Hall. We have added an extra
couple of hours for all that can’t make it during the day. On Tuesday, March 1*, we will be open from
5:00 pm to 8:00 pm for you to drop off your donations.

You might be asking what are these “treasurers”? Some of the donations that are sellable items are:
clean clothes in good condition (adult and children), household articles, kitchenware’s, dishes, books,
magazines, tapes, CD’S, DVD’S, video’s and of course puzzles, games, toys, stuffed animals and dolls.
We can use shoes, pocketbooks, hats, belts, scarves and gloves. Sporting equipment is a big hit too. So
men check out your golf clubs, bags, balls and maybe you need ones. That old TV, computer, radio, and
even a ham radio that’s in the back of the shed or garage taking up too much space. I even found some
sprinkler heads in a cabinet in my shed (don’t know how to use it either). That bike in the corner hasn’t
been used for a long time someone might just buy it. Check everything out. Ladies don’t forget that lin-
ens sell very fast too. Don’t forget the boxes of Christmas decorations that didn’t get put away yet, need
to be sorted too. HAPPY CLEANING. Unfortunately we can’t take large appliances or furniture. There
is no room but small ones we can sell. Everyone now is looking for good bargains.

Ladies don’t feel like we have left you out - we can use homemade goodies, muffins, cookies, brownies
or coffee cake to go with the coffee we sell to our hungry crowd.

In conjunction with the Rummage Sale, there will be an Outdoor Flea Market. Check with your
neighbors, friends or relatives if they would like to rent a space during this time.

Co chairpersons for this event are Elma Adams 686-5499 and Dennis Browning 593-4050.

There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board in the Church Hallway near the office for helpers. MANY
HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK Remember our favorite words.

YES - HELP - THANKYOU - HAVE FUN

See you all there, Marylou Pulliam, Hospitality Team Leader

Copies of Pastor CHURCH DIRECTORY (Update)
Carlans’sermons |New Address: June Woodring Jacquie Lewis/Marty Kosztyo
ilabl g Forest Oaks Assisted Living 5453 Roble Avenue
are avaitabte on | ' 8055 Forest Oaks Boulevard  Spring Hill, FL 34608

the literature rack | é%%ﬁ Unit A, Room 14
in hallway. = Spring Hill, FL 34606
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HOSPITALITY MINISTRY TEAM

[t doesn’t feel like we are in the second month of the year already. Our team has started planning many
events. If you thought 2010 was exciting and FUN, just wait and see what is planned for this year.

Our first event will occur on Sunday February 13 during Fellowship Hour. Let me just give you a hint.....
CHOCOLATE. Weare calling it VALENTINES DESSERT BUFFET. Sounds scrumptious.

Now that Spring is just around the corner, it is time for our SPRING RUMMAGE SALE AND OUTDOOR
FLEA MARKET. Mark your calendars - Friday, March 4t and Saturday March, 5. For more details, read
the article on page 7.

The Sunday after the Rummage Sale is MARDI GRAS which is March 6. We will be celebrating this day
with colorful beads, song and worship. At Fellowship Hour, we will be having King’s Cake which is a tra-
ditional dessert for Mardi Gras. The cake ‘s icing is purple (justice), green ( faith), and gold (power).
Tradition says the cake is baked with a prize inside and the one that gets the prize, a plastic baby, pays
for the King’s cake or host the party next year. Another FUN day!

That same week is ASH WEDNESDAY March, 9th. We will be serving a light supper consisting of home-
made soup and homemade bread in Fellowship Hall followed by Communion in the Church Sanctuary.
Time will be announced in the church bulletin. This is a wonderful way to start the season of Lent.

On the Sundays we don’t have anything special we still need host/hostess for Fellowship Hour. There is
a sign up sheet on the bulletin board across from the Church office. . You can call Rosie Barnsdale 352-
232-2686, if you have any questions. We want to thank Addy & Richard Hackl for doing it the last 2
years. Keep it simple and you will Have FUN!!!!

Game day in February will be the third Thursday again on the 17t. It is FUN. We always have snacks. If
you want you can bring your favorite game or cards but come and have an afternoon of FUN & LAUGH-
TER . Our scheduled time is 1-4 P.M. (some have to leave earlier-no problem)

Mark your calendar for some more events:
April 3t Pot Luck
April 7th - Fashion Show & Luncheon
April 10t Kids Karnival
April 21st Maundy Thursday Seder
April 24t Easter Egg Hunt

Of course, you know we need HELP for all these exciting events. There will be sign up sheets on the
bulletin board. Sign up and support these FUN Days. Also say YES when we call or ask you for HELP.
You will always get a THANK YOU and we promise you, you will have FUN.

Marylou Pulliam, Team Leader

_ The Puppet Ministry and Social Justice
Are you frge on Tuesday mormng? _ Teams are taking orders for Superbowl %
If so, please join our crew for Tuesday activi- Subs. Look for the orange colored order

ties at 9:00 a.m. We are preparing for the 2011 forms in the Narthex. Please help support

Christmas Bazaar. No special talents needed. o .
. !
We have something for everyone to do and lots these wonderful ministries! Order Form due

of good fellowship. See Carol Valerio or date is F.ebruary 2nd. Subs are $7.00 each and
Deb Rafnell for more information. can be picked up on Superbowl Sunday, Feb-
ruary 6th.
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Experience spiritual rest and God Speaking through prayerful meditation on
Twenty Third Psalm

Our sessions will be a combination of meditation and prayerful reading
of the Psalm. Relaxation techniques will be provided which will allow
us to discover the healing wisdom of God Speaking and our faith response

Sessions will be on the Saturday, February 12th, 19th and 26th
from 10am-11:30am in the sanctuary.
Please use signup sheet in narthex or call the church office to register.
Any questions please contact—Rev. Anthony D’ Angelo

©

BE PART OF GENERAL SYNOD 28

The Florida Conference is hosting General Synod in Tampa, July 1-5, 2011. Synod

i meets every two years and is a gathering of people delegated by our 38 Conferences to
i represent the United Church of Christ and to address important matters relating to the

i church. Participants also include visitors from UCC churches; local, conference and POSSIBLE
inational UCC staff; representatives from many diverse UCC institutions, agencies and

; GOD 1S STILL SPEAKING,
i ministries; and friends and colleagues from other faith traditions. It is an opportunity :
:to participate in meaningful worship, see how the UCC works from the inside out, hear dynamic speakers, re-
new old friendships and make new friends, and celebrate the various UCC institutions, agencies and minis-
itries.

Be a part of this as a Synod volunteer. Volunteers are asked to commit to one or more four-hour shifts. Eve- :
iryone who attends Synod must register and pay a registration fee. The fee for a volunteer is $100 (50% of the :
iregular registration fee and entitles you to attend all activities and events, except those that are only opento !
i delegates).

i Here are some of the ways Synod volunteers will assist:

1 Staff information booth at the Convention Center and hotels

Assist Registrar of General Synod at the registration area

Floor Stewards assist in floor management of Synod sessions

Youth Stewards (14 — 18 years old) help during all plenary sessions

Assist participants with special needs to fully participate in the activities Synod

Children’s Program and Child Care volunteers provide child care for infants through 5™ graders
Worship Ushers

: You will find additional volunteer opportunities listed on the registration site (see below).

OooOoogdo

Thousands of cookies will also be needed and churches will be receiving information about how they can
: share the love by baking cookies!

. How do I volunteer?

: Go to www.uccfla.org/uccfla/General_Synod 2011.html and follow the instructions. Once you have signed
fup, you will be contacted with further information. If you do not have access to a computer, please call Jo
: Pritchett, Synod Volunteer Coordinator, at 386-626-3378 or contact Marty Hodgkins at 352-610-4286, who is
 serving as liaison to the Synod local arrangements committee. f



http://www.uccfla.org/uccfla/General_Synod_2011.html
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